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Seal of the Spirit 


HE coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost crowned the 
whole work of redemption achieved by Christ. It marked 
the triumphant completion of His mission in the world, fulfilling 
and perfecting all that His Passion, Death and Resurrection had 
initiated. At the Last Supper, Christ’s thoughts continually re- 
verted to the coming of the Spirit: “If you love Me, keep My 
commandments. And I will ask the Father and He will give you 
another Advocate to dwell with you forever, the Spirit of Truth” 
(John 14:15-17). Here Our Lord calls the Holy Spirit “another 
Advocate.” Death, then, will not take Christ from His disciples, 
neither will His Ascension. His going will make possible a more 
intimate presence among them. The Spirit will cause Christ to 
live, not only with His disciples, but in them. The Greek term 
translated “advocate” has the idea of intercessor, councilor, pro- 
tector, consoler. All that Christ had been to them, the Spirit will 
be, for “the Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send 
in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your mind 
whatever I have said to you” (John 14:26). The Holy Spirit 
will bear witness to the glorious resurrected Christ and He will 
transform the small band of unlearned, cowardly fishermen into 
zealous, determined witnesses for Christ, whose preaching and 
example will kindle the world: “But when the Advocate has 
come whom I will send you from the Father, the Spirit of Truth 
who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness concerning 
Me. And you also bear witness” (John 15:26). 

Standing there among the Apostles at the Last Supper, 
Christ’s physical presence was limited to one place. He wanted 
to substitute a presence, an indwelling, not limited to time or 
place. To do this, He had to leave the disciples bodily. That is 
why He told them: “And now I am going to Him who sent Me 
and no one of you asks Me: ‘Where art Thou going?’ But be- 
cause I have spoken these things, sorrow has filled your hearts. 
But I speak the truth to you, it is expedient for you that I de- 
part. For if I do not go, the Advocate will not come to you; but 
if I go, I will send Him to you” (John 16:5-7). Now He would 
abide with them, in them as the Living Spirit. Divine life would 
dwell in them, flooding their whole being, working through them 
to change the earth: “Send forth Thy Spirit and they shall be 
created and Thou shalt renew the face of the earth.” 
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The wind and the flame of the first Pentecost have not 
died in the world. Though the Holy Spirit’s presence may not 
be so dramatically evident today, it is still active. The Spirit 
is not, as He is sometimes called, “the unknown God.” Wherever 
His signs are present, He is there. We cannot see the wind but 
we know its presence by its effects. We cannot see the Holy 
Spirit, but His action is manifest: virtue, sacrifice, the surrender 
to God’s will, these things are achieved in and through the Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is ever kindling in us the fire of Christ’s love. 
Always represented in symbols of movement: a flying dove, a 
burning flame, a restless wind, the Spirit is no less dynamic in 
the Church of today than in the Church of the first Pentecost. 
The martyrs of the catacombs and the martyrs of Iron Curtain 
countries bear witness to Christ in the power of the same Holy 
Spirit. 

The religious life, another witness borne to Christ, is pos- 
sible only because of the grace of the Holy Spirit. That vital 
exchange between God and man which was set up on the first 
Pentecost continues. Genuine charity exists only in the Holy 
Spirit. It is the Spirit who makes faith possible. The Holy 
Spirit, substantial Love, completes the Holy Trinity and He is 
the completion of Christ’s mission, etching in our souls the like- 
ness of the well-beloved Son. As He led Our Lord during His 
earthly life: “He was led by the Spirit into the desert,” Luke tells 
us, so does He lead us through ours. He directs the God-life 
poured into our souls by Christ. As Bishop Sheen has said: 
“No one can ever be loved unless He is first known; not even 
God. Hence we come to know God when we read His Word as 
He walked the earth. But after we know a person, there is a 
still deeper knowledge that comes through loving. That is why, 
after the Father sent the Word, they both sent the Spirit, that 
our knowledge might be perfect in Love.” 


The too-little known sacrament of Confirmation is in a spe- 
cial way the sacrament of the Holy Spirit. Completing the work 
of Baptism, Confirmation gives us what might be called “an ac- 
tive fulness” of the Holy Spirit. It makes our Divine sonship 
through incorporation in the Church fruitful and active. It is 
really the second stage of Christian initiation, which is then com- 
pleted in the Holy Eucharist. Baptism sets a spiritual energy 
in motion within us. Confirmation perfects this energy, giving 
us a greater resemblance to Christ. From Christ the Holy Spirit 
came over to the Church at Pentecost, to abide in it and in each 
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of its members. Confirmation’s outpouring of the Spirit enables 
us, as members of the Church, to continue Christ’s work of 
prayer, worship and active labor for God’s kingdom. 

If we called more on the grace given us at Confirmation, 
if we were more aware of the gifts of the Holy Spirit within us, 
we would be better “soldiers” of Christ. We would be better 
able to face and help the world which is so lost to the spiritual. 
We would be better equipped to bear witness to Christ as we 
should. Without this awareness of the Holy Spirit’s action in 
us, we are like people who have lost the use of one or more of the 
five senses. We cannot see the greatness of God’s gifts to us, 
the value of Mass and the sacraments, the real malice of sin. 
We cannot hear God’s word: we are indifferent to religious in- 
struction, to good reading. We cannot speak to God; we are 
bored at prayer and find no help nor encouragement in confes- 
sion. We cannot taste the relish of a truly Christian striving for 
holiness. We cannot, finally, work for God, develop good habits, 
overcome bad ones. 

On the other hand, if we energize the dormant gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, if we call on the grace of our Confirmation, our daily 
living, simple and unpretentious though it be, will truly be a 
witness borne to Christ. We will have wisdom to see the plan 
of God in our life, knowledge of His will for us, counsel to tell 
how to carry out that will, understanding of our faith and its | 
treasures, piety to make us love God as a Father, fear of the Lord, 
to make us avoid offending this loving Father, and fortitude to 
strengthen us against attacks on our faith, especially the subtle 
and deadly attack of materialism. This awareness of the Holy 
Spirit and utilizing of His gifts does not mean that our lives will 
be without difficulties, but it does mean that we will have the 
resources and the courage to face them. We will have the “sails 
of the Spirit” on our ship, instead of having to row it all alone. 


Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Thy faithful, 
And kindle in them the fire of Thy love! 





P) A VIGIL LIGHT will be burned in our Relic 
¢ Chapel before the Saint of your choice or before 
we * = e the shrine of the Infant of Prague for an offering 
¥ { of 10¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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God’s SPECIAL Sunday — 
Feast of the Holy Trinity 


VERY Sunday is, in reality, a feast of the Holy Trinity; 
for every Sunday is dedicated to the honor and glory of the 
Triune God. In fact, every day is a feast of the Holy Trinity, 
for every homage paid to God by the liturgy of the Church has 
the Holy Trinity as its object. The Sacrifice of the Mass, which 
encircles the world each day, is always celebrated in honor of 
the Blessed Trinity. The feasts instituted in memory of the 
Mysteries of our Redemption center in the Trinity. The feasts 
of the Blessed Virgin and the saints are but so many means for 
leading us to the praise of the Triune God. But the liturgy of 
Sunday in a special way gives us each week an explicit expression 
of adoration and worship of this sublime Mystery, which is the 
foundation of all others and the source of all grace. 

For these reasons, the Church delayed many centuries before 
instituting a special feast in honor of the Holy Trinity. And 
even then, the feast was introduced gradually, being at first con- 
fined to certain localities and countries. Not until 1334 was its 
observance finally extended to the whole Church. So now a 
* special Sunday, the first Sunday after Pentecost, is set apart 
each year for the exclusive and direct expression of the worship 
which the Church pays to the great God, who has deigned to 
reveal Himself to mankind in His ineffable Unity and in His eter- 
nal Trinity. The prayers of the Mass and the Divine Office for 
this Feast are unsurpassed in beauty and richness. Now and 
again, the Church breaks into poetry, as if unable to restrain the 
ecstasy of her adoring love. 

The Mystery of the Trinity is the Mystery from which all 
others flow. The very essence of the Christian Faith consists 
in the knowledge and adoration of one God in three Persons. 
The Christian Faith centers in this as in the master-truth of all 
revealed religion, and as the infinite Object whose vision is to 
form the eternal happiness of the elect in heaven. But we know 
the Mystery only because it has pleased God to reveal Himself 
thus to our lowly intelligence, which can never fathom the in- 
finite perfections of a God who dwells “in light inaccessible” 
(1 Tim. 6:16). Human reason may, of itself, come to the knowl- 
edge of the existence of God as Creator of all things. It may, by 
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Holy Rule of St. Benedict 


its own innate power, form an idea of His perfections by the 
study of His works. But of itself it can never arrive at the knowl- 
edge of God’s inner life and Being. This knowledge could come 
to us only by means of His own gracious revelation, which He has 
vouchsafed to us. 

It was God’s good pleasure to make known to us His essence, 
in order to bring us into closer union with Himself and to prepare 
us, in some way, for that face-to-face vision of Himself which 
He intends to give us in eternity as a reward for our faithful and 
devoted service of Him. But His revelation was gradual. Dur- 
ing the period preceding the Incarnation of the Second Person, 
God seemed intent on impressing the Chosen People with the 
truth of His Unity—the truth that there is but one true God— 
though there were veiled intimations of a plurality of Persons. 
But the intimate knowledge of the Trinity of Persons in God and 
their relations to each other came to us by the Son, whom the 
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Father, in His love, gave us as our Redeemer. This Son, clothed 
in our human nature, taught us that there are three Persons in 
the Godhead—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—and these three are 
but one God, having one and the same nature and essence. 

We cannot fully understand how the three Divine Persons, 
though distinct from one another, are one and the same God, 
because this is a supernatural mystery. Such mysteries by their 
very nature are far above the power of human understanding. 
Even when revealed and accepted on faith, they remain obscure 
during our life on earth. And even in heaven we will not fully 
comprehend such truths, although we will have a fuller under- 
standing of them than we have here below. No finite mind can 
ever comprehend the infinite. God alone can do that. But 
though we cannot understand supernatural mysteries, it is rea- 
sonable to believe them; for they have been revealed by God, who 
can neither deceive nor be deceived. And not only is such belief 
reasonable; it is obligatory. For God has the right to the homage 
of our intellect. “Go into the whole world and preach the gospel 
to every creature. He who believes and is baptized shall be 
saved, but he who does not believe shall be condemned” (Mark 
16:15, 16). 

If, then, we are commanded to keep every Sunday as a holy 
day, consecrated to the honor and glory of God, how much more 
ought we to keep holy that very special Sunday dedicated in a 
particular way to the honor and glory of the Triune God! 


Prayer to the Blessed Trinity 


O Blessed Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Source 
and Fountain of all good, I firmly believe in Thee, I humbly 
adore Thee, and I thank Thee with a grateful heart for all the 
blessings and benefits I have received from Thy infinite good- 
ness. I fervently consecrate and offer to Thee an unreserved 
sacrifice of my whole being. O my God, who hast a right to 
every day, hour, and moment of my existence, accept the 
thoughts, words and actions of this day which I offer Thee in 
testimony of my sincere desire to satisfy my obligation of keep- 
ing it holy. Mercifully assist me to spend it in such a manner 
as may draw down Thy blessing. 

Increase in my soul the Divine virtues of faith, hope, and 
charity, which I received at baptism, and teach me to make faith 
the rule of my conduct, that thereby it may avail me to life 
everlasting. 

Eternal Father, take possession of my memory; efface from 
it all images of vanity, and engrave therein the recollection of 


40 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Thy adorable presence. Eternal Son, enlighten my understand- 
ing and conduct me in the path of salvation by the light of faith. 
Holy Spirit, sanctify my will by the most ardent love; render it 
submissive under the contradictions of this life, and never per- 
mit that by attachment to my own ideas or judgment I should 
forfeit the blessings of peace offered to men of good will and 
obedient minds. 


Holy, adorable, undivided Trinity, by whose power, mercy 
and providence I was created, redeemed, regenerated, and pre- 
served until this moment, receive the oblation of my whole 
being, and take me out of the world rather than permit me to 
efface Thy sacred image from my soul by mortal sin. I adore 
Thee, O Holy Trinity. I worship Thee. I most humbly give 
Thee thanks for having revealed to us this glorious, this incom- 
prehensible Mystery, and for granting to those who persevere 
until death in the faithful profession of It, the reward of behold- 
ing and enjoying in heaven what we now believe and adore 
upon earth: one God in three Persons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Here, Instead of Darkness— Light 


AVE you ever been lost in the dark? Made a wrong turn 
on your way home and suddenly found yourself in a con- 
fusion of unfamiliar buildings and people? Or perhaps awakened 
at night when even your own room seemed strange and forebod- 
ing? But there is an even more frightening darkness—the 
spiritual darkness of souls discouraged by the drabness of their 
lives, perplexed by the petty grievances they seem to collect like 
souvenirs: their only remembrance of past events. 

How pitiful are such souls who pass from this world still in 
the black despondency of their trials—real or imagined! How 
painful when they realize that they had their eternal light right 
before them all the time and that they, in effect, closed their eyes 
to it. 

Our Lord said, “I am the light of the world. He who follows 
me does not walk in the darkness, but will have the light of 
life’ (John 8:12). But for the poor souls who wearied of batt- 
ling their way through the sea of troubles that flooded their world 
while on earth, it was as if Christ took His light with Him when 
He ascended into heaven. To many of them perhaps, the “light 
of Christ” meant nothing more than a large ornamented candle, 
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which was lighted on Holy Saturday night and extinguished and 
set aside to gather dust on Ascension Thursday. 


How little do such souls realize Jesus’ love for them! If 
He suffered so terribly in mind and body to pay our debt of sin 
on Good Friday, if He rose again to confirm all His hopeful 
promises of peace and life everlasting, would He leave us alone 
in our weaknesses to make our own precarious way to heaven? 
Rather may we not find His light, His Divine life, transcending 
all human powers of discernment in the Holy Eucharist? 


The Holy Eucharist is not just a convenient symbol, sum- 
ming up the mysteries of our redemption. It is the sum-total 
of Christ’s whole reality: the Divine nature and all its powers, 
the glorified Humanity and all its perpetual dispositions of im- 
molation, atonement, and mediation—made present daily on our 
altars. “Here for empty shadows fled, is reality instead; here, 
instead of darkness, light” (Sequence, Mass of Corpus Christi). 


During Holy Mass when the priest prays the “Our Father,” 
Mother Church requires him to fix his gaze upon the Sacred Host 
before him. Even when he must raise his eyes to follow the 
notations in the Missal at a sung Mass, he must still keep his 
mind focused on the Host. So should we, while giving our at- 
tention to the myriad details and duties of our daily lives, keep 
our hearts and good intentions by faith directed to the Holy 
Eucharist—to Christ, our light and life, hidden only to our feeble 
senses. 


It would be so easy then to refresh our souls by short visits 
to the Tabernacle without ever leaving our work. Just a few 
moments stolen away from our daily tasks to unite with Jesus 
in spiritual communion would relieve the tensions of trying situa- 
tions. And the effort made for frequent and fervent Holy Com- 
munion during trials and temptations would find failing strength 
renewed and peace of heart restored. 


Let the light of the Eucharist stream into minds and hearts 
at Holy Communion on the great feasts this June and especially 
on Corpus Christi. Think often of the sort of life It creates in 
you—a life that can only be nourished and sustained by the 
Body and Blood of God Himself. And let us pray for the suffer- 
ing souls who never fully realized the Gift of God until too late, 
that they may soon pass from the painful darkness of their prison 
in purgatory into the perpetual light of God’s unveiled presence. 
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Come, Holy Spirit 


THE hymn for Vespers and Terce in the Divine Office on 
the feast of Pentecost, as well as during the octave, is Veni 
Creator Spiritus, of which the following is a translation. 


Creator-Spirit, all-Divine, 

Come, visit every soul of Thine, 

And fill with Thy celestial flame 

The hearts which Thou Thyself didst frame. 


O Gift of God, Thine is the sweet 
Consoling name of Paraclete — 
And Spring of Life and Fire of Love 
And Unction flowing from above. 


The mystic sevenfold gifts are Thine, 
Finger of God’s right hand Divine; 
The Father’s promise sent to teach 
The tongue a rich and heavenly. speech. 


Kindle with fire brought from above 

Each sense, and fill our hearts with love; 
And grant our flesh, so weak and frail, 

That strength of Thine which cannot fail. 


Drive far away our deadly foe, 

And grant us Thy true peace to know; 
So we, led by Thy guidance still, 
May safely pass through every ill. 


To us, through Thee, the grace be shown 
To know the Father and the Son; 

And Spirit of Them both, may we 
Forever rest our faith in Thee. 


This translation is found in Britt’s Hymns of 
the Breviary and Missal (Benziger Bros., N.Y.). 
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God Is with Us 


HE story is told of a little boy who was playing in the sand 
by the seashore. His father, standing in the background, 
observed his little son’s unsuccessful attempts to remove a large 
stone which was partly buried in the sand. As the father drew 
near, the boy, seeing him, declared that it was hopeless—all his 
efforts had been unsuccessful. “Have you tried everything?” 
asked the man. “Yes, Dad, I’ve tried everything,” replied the 
boy. “Not everything, son, you haven’t asked me to help you!” 
There is something very wonderful in the manner of God’s 
dealing with man. We may call it condescension, but it can also 
be compared with the incident described above. The Almighty 
Father hovers near His children, waiting to impart Divine 
Strength. As we trace the account of God’s love as recorded in 
Sacred Scripture, we find the same story over and over, though 
in different form: man’s weakness, and God’s compassion; man’s 
sin, and God’s mercy. 

The Jews of old never tired of recounting the story of the 
Exodus, which described their deliverance from the hands of the 
Egyptians and the forty years of wandering through the desert. 
God’s protective love guarded this chosen people, leading them 
on to the Promised Land. They could say in truth: God is with 
us. He Himself became their Leader in the form of a cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night. He gave them manna to be 
their food, and brought forth water from the rock to quench 
their thirst. Despite all their infidelities, their distrust and 
ingratitude, He remained: “A forgiving God, gracious and merci- 
ful, longsuffering and full of compassion” (2 Esdras 9:17). 

We turn our gaze to the New Testament, and again we find: 
God is with us. This same God, so full of love for His creatures, 
has come to dwell in their midst, clothed in human flesh. St. 
John tells us that “God so loved the world as to give His only- 
begotten Son...” (John 3:16). How often do we find Our Lord 
bending down in compassionate love, re-living and fulfilling the 
love of the Father as the Jews of old experienced it. Jesus went 
about doing good: healing the sick, consoling the sorrowful, help- 
ing the needy, encouraging the downcast, forgiving the sinner. 
We have only to recall the Gospel narrative of the miraculous 
feeding of the four thousand to hear from His own lips those 
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words of love: “I have compassion on the multitude” (Matt. 
15:32). This was the theme of His entire life, growing stronger 
and more intense until it reached the grand climax of Calvary: 
“Greater love than this no man hath, than that He lay down 
His life for His friends.” 


But God’s love story did not end on Calvary. Jesus loved 
His own with a love so Divinely perfect that He could not leave 
us alone in this desert of life. So on the night before He suffered, 
He took bread, blessed, broke and gave to His disciples saying: 
“Take ye and eat, THIS IS MY BODY.” The age of the 
Eucharist had dawned, and all men who were to follow after 
would be able to repeat those hallowed words: God is with us. 
Our Lord had longed for this hour when He would bestow upon 
His children the Living Bread, the great Sacrament of Divine 
Strength, Divine Love and Divine Union—His very Body. This 
Living Bread of which the Old Testament manna was but a type, 
was to be food, but a spiritual food which would increase the 
Divine Life within souls. 


Most of us are so materialistic, our minds are so captivated 
by the things of sense that we fail to grasp the reality that be- 
longs to the things of the spirit. We are inclined to stop at the 
things we can perceive with the senses, and yet these are but 
echoes and shadows of the eternal realities that await us in the 
life to come. The words inscribed on the tomb of Cardinal 
Newman become a challenge to every Christian soul: “Out of 
shadows and appearances into truth.” This proves to be the 
role of faith: to penetrate the veil and to find what our eyes 
cannot see and our senses cannot distinguish. Our approach to 
the Eucharist—the living Reality, God with us—must be one of 
deep and humble faith. This is the spirit we find in the great 
Eucharistic hymn of St. Thomas Aquinas, the Lauda Sion: 


On this table of the King, our new paschal offering 
Brings to end the olden rite. 

Here, for empty shadows fled, is Reality instead, 
Here, instead of darkness, Light... 


Doth it pass thy comprehending? 
Faith, the law of sight transcending, 
Leaps to things not understood... 


Here beneath these signs are hidden 
Priceless things, to sense forbidden: 
Signs, not things, are all we see— 

Flesh from bread, and Blood from wine, 
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Yet is Christ in either sign 
All entire, confessed to be... 


Lo, upon the altar lies, hidden deep from human eyes, 
Bread of Angels from the skies, 
Made the food of mortal man...” 


On the 16th of June, the glorious Feast of Corpus Christi, 
Catholics the world over will unite in thanking God for the Gift 
of His abiding Presence in the Holy Eucharist. Christian hearts 
will thrill at the realization that “God is with us,” uniting heaven 
and earth in the Blessed Sacrament. The most beautiful texts 
and melodies of the Church’s liturgy will be used to extol the 
compassion, mercy and goodness of God, who continually bends 
over His children as He longs to impart to them His very Life. 
In the Holy Eucharist He continues to “have compassion on the 
multitude.” What better response can we make than to “take 
and eat” this heavenly Bread in Holy Communion? We are the 
children of men, laboring in the sand of daily life—often in vain 
—and so often we forget to ask our Father’s help. Each time 
we take part in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, each time we 
kneel at the altar rail to receive the “Bread of Angels, made the 
Food of mortal man” we profess our faith in the great Reality, 
and we acknowledge our need of Divine Strength. May we never 
be so unfortunate as to hear the Divine reproach: “Son, you 
haven’t asked Me to help you!” 

The critical times in which we live should make us increas- 
ingly aware of our need of God’s help. The dawn of the Eucha- 
ristic age which broke forth on Holy Thursday night deepened 
into dim and shadow during the age of Jansenism. As a result 
of the action of the recent Popes, it is our happy privilege to 
bask in the bright sunlight of a Eucharistic era. Never before 
have so many souls been nourished so frequently with the Divine 
Life. In response, may this Corpus Christi find a correspondingly 
great hymn of love and thanksgiving rising up to the Throne of 
God, unto the praise of the glory of His grace: God with us in 
the Holy Eucharist. 








Spiritual Vitamin for JUNE 


Sacred Heart of Jesus I trust in Thee. 
Show the power of Thy Love! 


(A favorite ejaculation of Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B.) 
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“] Will Reign through My Heart’ 


N St. Paul’s Epistle to his beloved Ephesians, the great 

apostle of the Gentiles speaks to them of “the Mystery that 
has been hidden from eternity in God.” This Mystery is the 
Mystery of Christ. He tells them that he has been given the 
grace to preach among the Gentiles the “unspeakable riches of 
Christ”; to enlighten all men concerning this Mystery. And then 
he prays that these beloved followers may be rooted and founded 
in charity; that they may know the charity of Christ, which 
surpasses all knowledge. In other words, that they may know 
the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Many centuries after the death of St. Paul, in the year 1675, 
a young nun knelt in prayer in the Chapel of the Visitation Con- 
vent in Paray-le-Monial, France. Her name was Sister Margaret 
Mary Alacoque. Our Lord appeared to this chosen soul to reveal 
the love of His Heart—that charity which surpasses all knowl- 
edge. His words were: “Behold this Heart that has loved men 
so much that it can no longer contain within Itself the flames of 
Its ardent charity.” He then revealed to Margaret Mary twelve 
promises which were to be fulfilled in those who would respond 
to His appeal for a return of love. 

Nearly three hundred years have elapsed since this appa- 
rition, but today Holy Mother Church makes her own the prayer 
of St. Paul: “That you may know the charity of Christ, which 
surpasses all knowledge.” She embodies it in the Mass of the 
Sacred Heart (Epistle), instituted as a result of Our Lord’s 
appearances to St. Margaret Mary. It is her desire that souls 
respond to the plea for love, and consecrate themselves to the 
King of Love, the Sacred Heart. This Divine Lover told us at 
the Last Supper what His response to our love would be: “If 
any man love Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love 
him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.” 
He desires to be our Guest, ‘to make our hearts His home, and to 
make our homes His kingdom. This latter is made possible 
through the Enthronement. 

Every home is either an actual or a potential “miniature 
Kingdom of God,” a house of God where He wishes to establish 
His reign of love. It remains for us to respond; to make of our 
homes a dwelling place of God where mutual love and peace 
testify to His Kingship. The Enthronement makes this possible. 
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It may be defined as the official and social recognition of the 
sovereignty of the Sacred Heart of Jesus over the Christian 
family, a recognition affirmed, outwardly expressed and made 
permanent by the solemn installation of the image of that Divine 
Heart in a conspicuous place in the home and by the act of con- 
secration. The Enthronement, therefore, is not merely a de- 
votion; it means living according to the spirit of the Sacred Heart 
devotion. It preaches a way of life and establishes the Christian 
family on the solid foundation of the principles of our religion. 
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It means living according to the Heart of Christ; living our daily 
lives in close association with Him. It means keeping our homes 
above the level of materialism and worldly standards, because we 
are governed by the standards of the Divine King. 

Let us remember also that when we enthrone the Sacred 
Heart as our King, His reign is one of love and mercy. He brings 
with Him into our hearts and homes those twelve consoling 
promises made centuries ago to St. Margaret Mary: 


1. I will give them all the graces necessary for their state in life. 
2. I will establish peace in their families. 


3. I will bless every house in which a picture of My Heart shall 
be exposed and honored. 


4. I will console them in all their difficulties. 


5. I will be their refuge during life and especially at the hour 
of death. 


6. I will shed abundant blessings upon all their undertakings. 


7. Sinners shall find in My Heart a fountain and boundless ocean 
of mercy. 


8. Tepid souls shall become fervent. 
9. Fervent souls shall rise speedily to great perfection. 


10. I will give to priests the power of touching the most hardened 
hearts. 


11. Those who propagate this devotion shall have their names 
written in My Heart, never to be blotted out. 


12. I promise thee, in the excessive mercy of My Heart, that My all- 
powerful love will grant to all who communicate on the first 
Friday of the month for nine consecutive months, the grace 
of final penitence; they shall not die in My displeasure nor 
without receiving their sacraments; My Divine Heart shall be 
their safe refuge in this last moment. 


Miracles of grace have been wrought in hearts and homes 
where Our Divine Lord has been invited to reign through His 
Sacred Heart. Peace, unity, concord, love, triumph over sin and 
temptation: these are the victories that will be achieved when 
we make our homes the citadel of God, for He reigns with a 
Divine Strength, and with a Heart of Mercy. If you have not 
yet invited the Sacred Heart to be the King of your home, do so 
during this month dedicated to His Sacred Heart. 


Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy Kingdom Come! 


More information concerning the Enthronement may be obtained in our 
booklet “‘Enthronement of the Sacred Heart” (15¢). 
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NEVER does this invitation of the Sacred Heart seem more 
pleading or appealing than during the month and on the feast 
specially dedicated to Him. It would seem He wishes to lavish 
His gifts with special generosity during that time, and also that 
He looks with greater expectancy for a return of love from us. 

The Novena in preparation for His feast will be a most op- 
portune time to present your needs to His Divine, all-merciful 
Heart, and to offer Him special tokens of your answering love. 
You will be happy, therefore, to unite with us in our usual 
Novena, offered in each of our five Eucharistic Sanctuaries from 
the Feast of Corpus Christi (June 16) to the feast of the Sacred 
Heart (June 24)—a really “five-in-one” Novena, because it is 
offered fully in each of our five chapels. In each, the Litany of 
the Sacred Heart will be prayed by the officiating priest and the 
whole community at Benediction following the solemn morning 
services on Corpus Christi. After that, it will be prayed every 
hour (day and night) by the official adorers in the sanctuary, 
and repeated at each morning Benediction, until its conclusion at 
Benediction the afternoon of the feast of the Sacred Heart. 


Our prayers will be offered first of all for the desires and intentions 
of the Sacred Heart, and to offer Him a homage of adoration, thanksgiv- 
ing and reparation. Then will be included the needs of Holy Church and 
the intentions of the Holy Father, the cause of world peace and the needs 
of our country; and finally the intentions of all our kind friends and 
benefactors and those participating in the Novena. If you wish to send 
us a list of your intentions to be included, we will place them on the 
altar during the Novena, and recommend them specially to Our Lord. 


Offerings received during this Novena will be used toward a 
permanent Chapel for our San Diego foundation, which is now 
becoming an urgent necessity. Let a Beacon Light of Love on 
Benedictine Heights be your gift of faith and gratitude to the 
Sacred Heart! 
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The Unpardonable Sin 


EADING Our Lord’s words about “the sin that shall not 
be forgiven in this world or the next,” (Matt. 12:31; 
Mark 3:28; Luke 12:10) many people wonder just what this 
unpardonable sin is. Strictly speaking, there is no such thing 
as an unpardonable sin. The sin against the Holy Ghost referred 
to in these words of Christ implies the deliberate rejection of 
grace or of the source of grace, the Holy Spirit. Such a rejection 
is, in fact, the rejection of salvation itself. 

Suppose a man says that he will give you all the food you 
can eat provided you come to get it. Yet you starve to death, 
because you will not come. In all honesty, you cannot accuse 
that man of starving you by refusing you food. In much the 
same way, sinners may go unforgiven simply because they will 
not ask for or accept forgiveness. They refuse to dispose them- 
selves for grace and thus reject grace itself and insult the Holy 
Spirit, the giver of that grace. In an attitude like this, no person 
can be forgiven. 

Though venial sin can be expiated in purgatory, we know 
that after death there remains no possibility of the removal of 
unrepented mortal sin from the soul. Therefore, to persist in 
mortal sin and to die in it, rejecting God’s grace, is to offer the 
worst possible insult to God and to commit the most grave sin 
of final unrepentance. Since it is only when one is living that 
forgiveness for mortal sin can be sought, to remain impenitent for 
mortal sin and to die in that state is to place oneself in the posi- 
tion of refusing to be forgiven. God cannot be blamed for this, 
for as the prophet said: “God desires not the death of a sinner, 
but that he be converted and live” (Ezech. 33:11). The Church 
has been given all power to forgive sin through God’s earthly 
representatives. (John 20:23.) Nevertheless, no sin can be for- 
given if the sinner refuses forgiveness! 

There are several ways of directly refusing grace. A non- 
Catholic refusing to investigate the Catholic Church when he 
thinks it may be the one true Church would be rejecting grace; 
he would no longer be in good faith but in deliberate bad faith, 
and in that state he could not be saved. However, most non- 
Catholics are in good faith, that is, they are sincere when they 
prefer their own creed to Catholicism. 

Another way of sinning by the refusal of grace is to despair 
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of the mercy of God. One who thus despairs not only lacks the 
virtue of hope, but also sins against the Holy Spirit by doubting 
the infinite power, goodness and mercy of the Sanctifier of souls. 
On the other hand, one who presumptuously relies on his own 
strength alone to achieve salvation without the grace of God 
also sins against the Holy Spirit. He denies, at least implicitly, 
the need for and sufficiency of the Divine grace given by the 
Holy Spirit. He, too, rejects the Holy Spirit and His grace. 

Rejecting grace or the Source of grace is detestable in God’s 
eyes, and, assuming that this rejection continues until death, is 
said to be unpardonable. But in none of these cases can we 
say that God refused pardon to the sinner. The sinner, rather, 
refuses to be pardoned by God. He insists on putting an obstacle 
between God and himself, thus blocking God’s pardoning mercy. 
Hence it is not really the sin that is unforgivable, but the sinner, 
as long as he remains obstinate. Persistence until death in this 
state, or final impenitence, is the only way any soul can go tohell. 

In this sense, says St. Thomas, unrepented mortal sin in- 
volves a sin against the Holy Ghost because of its very obstinacy. 
Such a sinner throws himself into hell. 


Open Book Ceramic 


— in ivory shade 
tinted with gold, pic- 
turing the Blessed 
Sacrament on one 
side with the Hail 
Mary or the Our 
Father or the ejacu- 
lation: “‘O Sacrament 
Most Holy” on the other. 514 x 3% inches. $1.50 each. 


Special for JULY 


Standing Medal — of St. Benedict (paperweight) in porcelain 
white or glazed in green, brown, or golden brown. 3 in. $1.50 ea. 
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Framed Medal — of St. Benedict in ceramic, attractively mounted 
on velvet in a 10-inch square frame of wood. $5.00 each. 


St. Benedict’s Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Infinite Love 


S THE sun sheds its warm illuminating rays upon a world 

that would otherwise be dark and frigid, so love casts a 

charm over the commonest life, and infuses warmth, beauty and 

joy where otherwise there would be gloom and sadness. Ours 

would be a sad and dreary world, indeed, were it not for the 

bright warm sunshine of love that sheds its rays upon us so 
profusely. 


But why is human love so full of beauty and gladness? 
Because it is a shadow—a poor and feeble shadow—of the most 
tremendous and sublime reality: God’s overpowering love for 
us. If the love of creatures can be so delightful, so gladdening 
and so inspiring, what can we say of the love of Him who is not 
limited by the imperfections of creatures but is the very Creator 
Himself? 


The tenderness of a mother for her children, the all-absorb- 
ing devotion of a bridegroom for his bride, scarcely merit the 
name of love when compared with the love that God lavishes 
even on the least of us. For we can love only according to the 
capacity of our weak and limited nature; but God is infinite, and 
He loves with all the fulness and richness of a nature that is 
Divine. His love began not with the dawn of time, nor with our 
own particular existence, but with eternity. From the beginning 
—as St. John expresses His eternity—He not only knew and 
contemplated each one of us in His own mind, but He also loved 
us. It was this very love that called us into being. “I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love; therefore have I drawn thee (out 
of nothingness) taking pity on thee” (Jeremias 31:3). 


There are two wondrous qualities in God’s love for us: its 
intensity and its essentially personal character. 


The intensity of God’s love is proved both by word and by 
deed. The Scriptures of both the Old and the New Testament 
abound in expressions of this love. And God makes known to 
us the tenderness of His love and solicitude not only by verbal 
expressions, but also in images and figures. We see Him in the 
good shepherd, in the good samaritan; His love is portrayed in 
the hen gathering her chicks under her wings, in the pelican 
feeding her young with her own blood, in the vine giving life and 
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nourishment to the branches, in the father of the prodigal son. 


But it is especially in His deeds that God manifests to us the 
greatness of His love and goodness. Having created us from 
nothing—a wholly gratuitous act which had its source in His 
love—He preserves and sustains our life at every moment of our 
existence. He watches over us more tenderly than a mother 
could watch over an only child. He protects us from a thousand 
evils. He lavishes His gifts upon us. Everything that gladdens 
our hearts and brightens our existence comes from Him. He has 
laid all the treasures of nature at our feet: the earth to support 
and sustain us, the sun to illumine and warm us, the moon and 
stars to cheer and guide our way at night; the birds and beasts 
and plants to supply our needs and delight us; the elements and 
powers of nature to minister to our wants. 


Yet all this did not exhaust the generosity of His love. He 
wished to bestow on us something infinitely more precious, to 
bring us into most intimate communion with Himself, so that 
we might share the very happiness which He Himself enjoys. 
Therefore He conferred upon us a dignity and an honor surpass- 
ing the utmost capacities of our nature; a dignity which all the 
wealth and influence of the world would be powerless to attain; 
a dignity which no created intelligence is capable of adequately 
realizing. This dignity is the life of Divine grace, conferred on 
us in holy baptism, which makes us partakers of the Divine 
nature, adopted children of God, brothers and sisters of Jesus 
Christ, princes of the Royal House of the King of kings, heirs of 
the Kingdom of heaven. 

Adam and Eve had 
possessed this dignity in 
their primitive state, but 
they lost it when they 
sinned, and forfeited it 
for all their descendants. 
And so for us it was made 
possible only by another 
marvelous act of God’s 
love and condescension— 
the incarnation of the 
Son of God. To remove 
the obstacles which sin 
had placed between us 
and our Creator, and to 
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draw us into closest union with Himself, the Son of God assumed 
our human nature, becoming like us in all respects save sin, in a 
union that is to last for all eternity. He took upon Himself the 
burden of our guilt and our indebtedness, and blotted out our 
sins in His own Precious Blood, suffering and dying for us on the 
Cross. 


But the inventive power of Divine love did not rest there. 
He established His Church and provided her with the means to 
apply the fruits of His redemption to us by the Sacraments. And 
one of these Sacraments in particular He made the channel and 
the memorial of His love. Before returning to His Father in 
heaven, He instituted the Holy Eucharist so that He might re- 
main always with His beloved children on earth, and that not 
only in one place, as during His earthly life, but in countless 
places throughout the world. He made it possible for us, by 
means of this Sacrament, to offer a most perfect Sacrifice to our 
Heavenly Father day by day, on thousands of altars, to make 
Him a return of love, to satisfy for our sins and to implore the 
blessings of which we ever stand in need. He made it possible 
also for us to enter into closest union with Him by partaking of 
His very Body and Blood as our spiritual nourishment. Oh, 
the prodigality of His love, which thus found a means of uniting 
each individual soul so closely to Himself as to become one heart 
and soul with Him, to be incorporated into His very substance 
and to live by His Divine life! To make the soul His own living 
tabernacle, and to give it a very foretaste of heaven! For when 
we receive Jesus in Holy Communion we hold within us all that 
constitutes the essential bliss of the saints in heaven. We possess 
it, though as yet unable to realize and enjoy it because we do 
not yet possess the light of glory. 

And to crown all His works of love, He sent us the Holy 
Spirit, the very Person of Divine Love, to remain with us always 
and to be our comforter and consoler, our teacher and our guide 
on the way to heaven. 


How intense must be God’s love for us, which manifests it- 
self in so many wonderful ways! But the special charm of God’s 
love is its extraordinarily individual character. He loves us not 
only in a general way, as part of the great human family, but 
personally and individually, as if each one of us were the only 
object of His love. Though He loves innumerable creatures, His 
love for each is not diminished or lessened in any way. He loves 
each one with all the tenderness of His infinite love. What a 
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ravishing thought is this: God—the infinite, all-holy God—loves 
ME, personally, intimately, individually, with my own special 
character, qualities and disposition, just as much as if I were the 
only creature in existence. His love for me increases with my 
own personal sanctity, but is absolutely independent of the love 
He lavishes upon others. He watches over me ceaselessly, never 
for a moment does He withdraw His attention from me. He ac- 
companies my every step with His Divine Providence. He loves 
me even though I have so often slighted His love and even of- 
fended Him by sin. He loves me with a love that is indescribable 
and inconceivable; a love that no language can express nor mind 
fathom; a love that would sever the frail thread of my life, could 
I be made fully conscious of it. 

This love is made palpable to us in the human Heart of 
Jesus. What is all earthly affection compared with the consum- 
ing fire of Divine Love burning in the Sacred Heart of Our Lord? 
And what does He ask of us in return? Only our answering love 
—to be proved by our faithful and devoted observance of all that 
He has commanded us; by our loving accomplishment of His holy 
will. “If you love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). 


But how sadly strange and how strangely sad it is that, 
notwithstanding all He has done for us, we think so much of 
the love of creatures and so little of the love of the Creator! 
That we set such a high value on the puny affections of frail 
sinful creatures and are so insensible and indifferent to the meas- 
ureless love of God! That we will, on occasion, move heaven and 
earth, and defy hell itself, to embrace the shadow, while we allow 
the substance and the reality to go unheeded. 

This was the burden of the complaint of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque. “Behold this Heart,” 
He said, “which has loved men so much that It spared no sacri- 
fice, not even death and annihilation, in order to prove to them 
Its love. And in return I receive from the greater part of man- 
kind only indifference and ingratitude, by reason of the contempt 
which they show Me in the Sacrament of Love.” 

June is dedicated in a special way to the Sacred Heart. It 
brings us (on the 24th) the Feast of the Sacred Heart, which by 
His own request should be a day of special love and reparation. 
Have we given this Divine Lover reason for complaint in our 
regard? If so, let us do all we can to make amends; and let us 
make amends too for the coldness and ingratitude of so many, 
many others who wound His Heart by their want of love! 
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The Sacred Heart 
Looks 
to YOU! 


ELL me, Sisters, why is that figure atop your chapel lighted 
some nights, and not on others?” The question was asked 
by a taxi driver, a non-Catholic, who was bringing some of our 
Sisters in Kansas City back to their convent on Meyer Boulevard 
after a medical appointment. The Sisters explained that on 
nights when the MONSTRANCE surmounting the chapel was 
illuminated, it indicated that public holy hours by the laity were 
being held in the chapel. However, at EVERY HOUR of 
EVERY NIGHT, there were Sisters in adoration, praying for 
“all men, of all times and all countries.” It was a matter of 
economy that the monstrance was not illuminated EVERY 
NIGHT. ‘The cab driver replied: “I’m going to start a trust 
fund so that the light may be kept burning every night. You 
have no idea what an influence it has on my soul when I drive 
past here at two o’clock in the morning and see that light, and 
realize that there are prayers being offered here all night.” 

This is only one tiny instance out of MANY that indicate 
what an influence the unceasing adoration of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment has upon the world of souls. In a world steeped in the 
pursuit of pleasure and sin, how many a soul—like the cab- 
driver—is drawn toward God not just by the thought of the 
prayers being offered, but by the prayers themselves! 

At our newest foundation in San Diego, California—now 
entering upon its seventh year—the adoration has been kept so 
far in a semi-basement chapel, so small that besides the fourteen 
Sisters who comprise the community, only a small number of the 
laity can participate in special Eucharistic services. The con- 
vent, too, that houses the Sisters (as well as the small chapel) 
is wholly inadequate for the needs of even the small number of 
adorers now stationed there. Practically all the rooms have 
to serve a double, and even a triple purpose—being converted 
into work-rooms by day and bed-rooms by night. The Sisters 
have only a tiny yard in which they can spend their recreation 
periods. However, they are more than willing to bring the sacri- 
fices and bear the inconveniences which their present crowded 
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condition demands—just so they can keep Jesus on His Eucha- 
ristic Throne of love. Nevertheless, for their health’s sake, 
and for other reasons, they need more spacious quarters; and the 
increasing number of souls being drawn to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment requires also a larger and more worthy chapel. 


The site for the permanent Chapel and Convent has been 
acquired, with sacrifice and careful planning and with the help 
of kind benefactors. It is ideally located on an eminence in a 
rapidly developing subdivision of San Diego, where it can be 
reached in a matter of minutes from the heart of the city. It has 
been appropriately called “Benedictine Heights,” and the Sisters 
as well as the faithful of the locality eagerly look forward to the 
time when the Sanctuary will crown its summit and the Blessed 
Sacrament will be there enthroned as the “Beacon Light of the 
Pacific,” drawing many minds and hearts to God. 


The first step—acquiring the site—has now been taken; but 
it is only the first of many that will be required before the ob- 
jective is realized. The hill will have to be graded down to the 
desired level, then the excavation made for the foundation, and 
finally the actual construction of the building. Our readers real- 
ize that this will involve a considerable financial outlay. We 
are confident that many lovers of the Blessed Sacrament will 
come to our assistance, with their usual generosity, in preparing 
yet another throne for the God of love, who condescends to ac- 
cept whatever our love can offer Him, and to make of each throne 
a fountain of blessings for the Church and for the world, and a 
new center to promote the reign of His Eucharistic Heart. 


During this month of the Sacred Heart, may we ask you to 
pray fervently for the accomplishment of this undertaking, that 
thereby His Kingdom may come to many more souls and God 
may be greatly glorified? Yes—the Sacred Heart looks to YOU 
—to each one of you who reads these lines—to help in whatever 
way you can. He looks for your prayers and your sacrifice- 
offerings (large or small, according to your generosity and your 
means). Perhaps, too, he looks very specially to some of you, to 
come and swell the ranks of His Adorers, to devote your whole 
life and all your energies and talents to the extension of His 
Eucharistic Reign! If so, do lend an attentive ear! “Today, if 
you shall hear His voice, harden not your hearts” (cf. Ps. 94). 

On May 7, seven young souls completed their period of 
postulancy and were clothed in the habit of a Benedictine Adorer. 
They shared honors with two venerable seniors who celebrated 
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the Golden Jubilee of their religious profession and their conse- 
cration to the Eucharistic Bridegroom. These seven novices 
represented five States: Illinois, Arizona, Texas, Colorado, Iowa 
and Missouri. But seventy times seven could well be absorbed 
into our Congregation to supply present needs and to furnish the 
nucleus of other foundations which are awaited by Bishops in 
many dioceses in our own and even in foreign countries. 
May the Sacred Heart love and bless you! 


The Holy Spirit and the Holy Eucharist 


HERE is a sacred element which gives meaning to every 
feast that occurs during the year, and graces it with the 
beauty of its own Divine splendor. That sacred element is the 
Holy Eucharist. Rightfully, then, is the Holy Eucharist Itself 
made the object of a solemn festival, observed annually, in keep- 
ing with Its dignity and splendor. This is the Feast of the 
Blessed Sacrament, or, as it is commonly called, Corpus Christi. 
Naturally our thoughts on this feast center around our Divine 
Lord present in the Blessed Sacrament, and His Divine Person 
is made the object of our profound homage. But the proximity 
of Pentecost to this Feast should make us mindful also of the 
role of the Holy Spirit in this Mystery of Divine Love. For He 
is the Spirit of Love, and it is through Him that all the manifes- 
tations of God to us are wrought. 

Our Lord had promised that the Paraclete whom He and 
the Father would send would give testimony of Him and would 
continue His work. ‘When the Advocate has come, whom I will 
send you from the Father, the Spirit of Truth who proceeds from 
the Father, He will bear witness concerning Me” (John 15:26). 

Faithful to His mission of glorifying Our Lord, the Holy 
Spirit raises our eyes and hearts to that great Gift of Divine 
Love whereby Our Lord still abides with us under the Eucharistic 
veils. This is intimated by the close sequence of the feast of 
Corpus Christi upon that of Pentecost in the Church’s calendar. 
However, the Holy Spirit’s mission of bearing witness to Our 
Lord did not begin with His descent on the feast of Pentecost. 
During the long ages of expectation preceding the Incarnation, 
He spoke of Christ, the promised Messias, in the Scriptures and 
proclaimed Him by the prophets. And in the fulness of time, 
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He wrought the great Mystery of the Incarnation in the womb 
of the Virgin Mother, and clothed the Second Person of the ador- 
able Trinity with human flesh. He took full possession of the 
Sacred Humanity of Christ and directed His every action, and in 
union with the Father and the Son, wrought the great work of 
the world’s redemption. And after Christ had finished His 
mission on earth and had ascended to His Father in heaven, the 
Holy Spirit perpetuated His Divine Presence on earth in the 
Blessed Sacrament, for it is by His power that the miracle of 
transubstantiation is wrought in the Mass. 


The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, is 
the Guardian of the Word of -God in the 
Church—both the Living Word, present in the 
Blessed Sacrament, and the sacred word of 
teaching, which is Our Lord’s true expression 
of Himself. With what infinite love and vigi- 
lance He presides over the august Sacrament, 
wherein is present, with all the reality of His 
sacred Person, that same Eternal Word who 
from the beginning of creation was the center 
and object of all His dealings with creatures! 
It is by this Mystery, produced by the action 
of the Holy Spirit, that the Church, the Bride 
of Christ, retains the presence of her Divine 
Spouse in her exile. It is by the Holy Spirit, 
that she traverses the long ages of time, hold- 
ing and prizing her infinite Treasure. It is by 
the Holy Spirit that, with superhuman wis- 
dom, she uses this Treasure to the profit of her 
children by so arranging and so modifying her 
discipline as to secure in each age of time the 
greatest possible faith, respect and love toward 
the Holy Eucharist. It is the Divine foresight of the Holy Spirit 
that suggests to the Church what is the surest means for gaining, 
in each respective period and age, the greatest honor and love for 
Jesus, ever present in the Sacred Host, and the greatest benefit 
to the faithful. 


May the Holy Spirit, then, aid us in our contemplation of 
this sacred Mystery. May He help us worthily to celebrate the 
Feast of Corpus Christi. And may He enlighten our understand- 
ing and inflame our hearts, and unite us most intimately with 
Jesus in the Sacrament of His Love! 
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Thanks to Father Lukas 


(In accordance with the decrees of Pope Urban VIII, we 
declare that no miraculous character is attributed to the follow- 
ing incidents, judgment being reserved to the highest ecclesi- 
astical authority.) 


Nebraska: “Enclosed is (alms) for a Mass to be offered for the 

Beatification of Father Lukas. I promised this in 
thanksgiving for help in sickness, when I had prayed a great deal 
to other saints but finally received help after calling on Father 
Lukas and using his picture with a small particle of his clothing. 
May this saintly priest intercede for us all to do God’s will.” 


_ Vienna, Austria: ‘Today I come to you with a personal con- 

cern and I beg you sincerely to fulfill my de- 
sire, as I have delayed the matter so long. In April, 1945, when 
our lives were in greatest danger and we had to spend days and 
nights in the air-raid shelter, I prayed much to Father Lukas for 
protection. Years ago I received from you a rosary blessed by 
Father Lukas of saintly memory. I promised, if we would be 
saved, to ask you to publish my gratitude in your magazine, that 
this publication might further the veneration of saintly Father 
Lukas. Most sincere thanks to Father Lukas for the great favor 
granted and for saving us from the dangers of death.” 


Iowa: “Father Lukas’ intercession was sought for a young man 

afflicted with mental trouble. Some months ago his 
mother stopped me on the street and said, ‘Please pray for J., he 
has gone to the Sanatorium for treatment.’ Each day I recom- 
mended him to Father Lukas with the simple words: ‘Father 
Lukas, intercede for him and obtain for him a return to health.’ 
The boy has been home now for some time and is feeling very 
well. His mother wrote recently: ‘J. is just fine.’ ” 


' Manila, Philippines: “I have often recommended my spiritual 

and material needs to the intercession of 
Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B. and my prayers were heard in a re- 
markable way. This has been so much the more striking since I 
had, in some cases, prayed with the same confidence to our 
Blessed Mother and other saints, but without apparent results, 
and my petitions were not granted until I had called upon good 
Father Lukas and asked God for help through the merits of this 
saintly priest.” 
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Missouri: “Enclosed please find alms for Masses in thanksgiving 
for favors received through the intercession of Father 
Lukas Etlin.” 


Indiana: “We have been having a siege of illness (at the monas- 

tery), starting with sore throat and high fever. This 
morning at one o’clock I awoke with a terrible sore throat and 
naturally thought I was the next victim. I put a rosary blessed 
by Father Lukas Etlin around my neck and asked Father Lukas 
to help me at least at present, as I am burdened with work. In 
a few minutes I fell asleep and awoke this morning with only a 
slight sore throat and no other sign of a cold. I told Father 
Lukas I would inform you of his help if he assisted me.” 


New York: “A girl who works in the Art Room (Press Depart- 

ment) was doing very poor work and was very 
troublesome. Now she is doing exceptional work, has made a 
general confession and is a consolation. She tells us, ‘Father 
Lukas is helping me. I ask him to.’” 


South Africa: When Bishop S. of Zululand was in Europe, he 
visited a certain Benedictine Convent and told 
the Sisters of the great want of water in his large Mission ter- 
ritory. He told them especially of the need of drinking water, 
and asked their prayers, as all efforts to find wells had been in 
vain. Upon his return, new attempts were made which, to the 
great joy of all, resulted in the discovery of several good water 
veins. His Excellency wrote at once to the Sisters, telling them 
their prayers had been heard and inquired whose intercession 
they had sought. The answer came: “We made a novena to 
Father Lukas of blessed memory and asked his help.” 
Kindly send reports of favors received through the intercession of Father 


Lukas Etlin to: The Vice Postulator, Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri 
or to: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 





A CANDLE will burn before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment for your intentions for a day and a night 
for an offering of 50¢; one week for $3.50; one 
month for $12.00; one year for $144.00. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
ee Clyde, Missouri 

La 
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PROMI 
mS: 
‘seeecoumameren: 


62 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Little Lovers’ League 


UNE is the month of love, Little Lovers, and since you are all 
“lovers,” this will be a very special month for you. It is called 
the Month of the Sacred Heart, and that is why we have said it 
is a month of LOVE. The Sacred Heart is Jesus loving us with 
a greater love than we shall ever be able to understand. Think 
of all that Jesus has done for you, and write down all these bless- 
ings. You will soon find that they cannot be counted. First of 
all, there was your creation and the wonderful parents He chose 
for you. Next was the very great grace of your Baptism, the 
day when you became a child of God and an heir of heaven. 
Don’t forget your good health; your eyesight, which lets you see 
the beautiful world that God made just for you. Every one of 
you can add many, many blessings to this beginning, and they 
will all add up to just one thing: This is how much Jesus loves 
me! The beautiful flowers, the blue sky, the song of the birds, 
the gentle breezes—all of these are Jesus’ love song, and He made 
them to remind you of Him, and to bring you closer to Him. 
So during this month of Love, tell Jesus often how much you 
want to love Him in return. Thank Him for these wonderful 
gifts of His love that are all around you. Thank Him for the 
hidden gifts that you cannot see—the grace within your soul 
that makes you beautiful in His sight, His Blessed Mother, your 
Guardian Angel and all your friends in heaven, the saints, es- 
pecially your patron saint who loves you in a special way. And 
to prove to Jesus that you love Him, offer Him little hidden 
sacrifices. This will be your way of saying: “Thank you, Jesus, 
for all your wonderful gifts to me, and for suffering and dying for 
me, all because You loved me.” 


PRACTICE: Make a list of all Jesus’ gifts to you, and try to attend Holy 
Mass and receive Holy Communion in thanksgiving on the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart, June 24. 

ASPIRATION: Heart of my King, I love you. King of my heart, I adore 
you. 


SAMMY 


SAMMY was like most of the other boys who lived in Palestine. He loved 
to sit by the Lake of Galilee and fish to his heart’s content. He loved to 
listen to adventure stories, especially stories from the Bible. He 
loved to spend hours in the warm sunshine, listening to the birds. And 
how Sammy loved Brownie! Brownie was his pet dog, and his very best 
friend. Yes, Sammy was like all the other boys his age, except for one 
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thing—he was blind. He had been that way from his birth. Sammy 
lived in a world of darkness. Sometimes it made him a little sad to be 
different from the rest. He longed to be like his friends, and even 
though he tried to be the same, they didn’t want to wait for him when 
they were in a hurry, or had something special planned. That is why 
Sammy found himself alone today with Brownie. All the other boys and 
girls had gone to see the wonderful Stranger who was preaching on 
the other side of the 
hill. Sammy wouldn’t 
be able to see Him, but 
he could hear Him talk. 
So he said to his faith- 
ful pal, ‘“Let’s go, 
Brownie, I think we'll 
find the way. You lead!” 


When Sammy reached 
the hillside he stayed 
behind the rest of the 
group. There wasn’t 
anything for him to 
see, but he was happy 
just to hear that won- 
derful voice, so strong, 
and yet so_ gentle. 
“The Stranger must be 
a great man,” thought 
Sammy. Suddenly, he 
realized that someone 
was bending over him, 
and he heard someone 
say: “So this is 
Sammy!” It was the 
Stranger who _ spoke, 
and what kindness 
there was in His voice! 
Then, before he real- 
ized what was happen- 
ing, Sammy was being 
lifted up by strong arms. The Stranger was laughing, and as He held the 
boy high in the air, the darkness vanished. Sammy found himself gazing 
into the beautiful eyes of Jesus of Nazareth, the wonderful Stranger. 
They were brilliant with light, and seemed to gaze right into his soul with 
a look of love.and kindness that was more of heaven than of earth. 

When the others realized that Sammy could see, they ran back to 
tell his mother what had happened, leaving Jesus and Sammy alone on 
the hillside. “I am the light of the world, Sammy,” said the Stranger, 
“He who follows Me walks not in darkness, but he shall have the light of 
life.” As they parted, Sammy realized that more had happened to him 
than the cure of his blindness. His soul had also been bathed in light. 
He had received the spiritual eyesight of faith, and could now follow 
Jesus through life to the eternal light of heaven. 
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Honor the Blessed Trinity 


by using these booklets for prayer and meditation 


What Is God? 


Makes God and His attributes vital everyday 
realities, not just words and symbols. Many 
beautiful poems and prayers. 


Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity 

Besides the Mass for the Feast (June 12) 
and many prayers, there is a sound doctrinal 
explanation of the fundamental mystery of our 
Faith—Our Triune God. 





Come, Let Us Adore! 


God with Us 
The next greatest mystery is God’s love for us—as proved by Our Lord’s 
life on earth and in the Holy Eucharist, described here. 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All 


This booklet shows how the Eucharist fulfils all our spiritual needs, with 
examples of Its wonderful effects drawn from the lives of the saints. 


Eucharistic Miracles 

Miraculous incidents effected by the Holy Eucharist—not articles of faith 
but attested to by trustworthy witnesses to strengthen faith in the real 
presence. 


My Daily Visit 
Thoughts and prayers for each day of the week, 
Wid Il ih, 


with prayers for spiritual communion and Benediction a 
of the Blessed Sacrament and the Ordinary of the Age 


Mass. 


Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus Gi Tif l\ ni 
These intimate talks with the God of love will 
inspire a lively faith and a fervent love of the real 


Jesus hidden behind the Eucharistic veil. Le 
All booklets 15¢. Postage extra. a 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration Seow 
Clyde, Missouri FUE 





“Behold This Heart” 


| he freasure-house of grace, peace, 


comfort, mercy -- of Jesus’ infinile, per- 

sonal love for YOU. The following 

booklets will show how you can fulfil yous 
J J 


+ \ own longing fo love FIM in return. 
\ 


AX 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 

A short treatise on the reasons why and the 
ways how to love the Sacred Heart. Describes 
the origins of the devotion. 


oe 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 

Explains fully the twelve main promises made to St. Margaret Mary. 
Mass devotions in honor of the Sacred Heart and many other prayers ideal 
for Holy Hours, First Friday devotions. 


Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour and Come, Let Us Adore 

Console the Sacred Heart in His voluntary “prison”’—the Tabernacle, as 
a Guard of Honor. Read how you may keep a Holy Hour at home or at work. 
Our booklet COME, LET US ADORE gives thoughts and prayers for two Holy 
Hours—of praise and of reparation. 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart , 

Explains what the Enthronement means and how it can be lived. Contains 
the ceremony and a section on Night Adoration in the home® * 


Favors from the King 
Six great favors gained by fervent, generous lovers of the Sacred Heart 
as told by Father Mateo, SS.CC., founder of the Enthronement. 


Message of the Sacred Heart 
Jesus pleads for our love, offering rich treasures to all who will answer 
love for love. 10¢ 


Jesus Enthroned in Our Hearts 
Our answer to the Message: our complete gift of self, that Jesus may 
live in us—a life of intense, intimate happiness. 10¢ 


All booklets 15¢ unless otherwise stated. 
Reductions on quantities of 50 or more. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








